
2017 Read-Alikes

Read-alikes for Shoeless Joe by W.P. Kinsella

If you like stories about fulfilling journeys, try:    

Etta and Otto and Russell and James 
by Emma Hooper (Fic Hoo)
82-year-old Etta has never seen the ocean. Early one morning 
she takes a rifle, some chocolate, and her best boots, and 
begins walking the 3,232 kilometers from rural Saskatchewan 
to Halifax. Her husband wakes to a note left on the kitchen 
table; his oldest friend, who has loved Etta from afar for 60 
years, insists on finding her, wherever she’s gone. 

The 100-year-old Man Who Climbed out the Window 
and Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson (Fic Jon)
On his 100th birthday, reluctant centenarian Allan Karlsson 
climbs out the window of his nursing home and embarks on 
a hilarious and entirely unexpected journey involving some 
nasty criminals, a very large pile of cash, and an elephant 
named Sonya. 

Annie Freeman’s Fabulous Traveling Funeral 
by Kris Radish (Fic Rad)
Katherine Givens, corporate attorney and divorced mother 
of one, finds her uneventful life turned upside down when 
she receives an unexpected bequest from her late friend, 
Annie G. Freeman, taking her and four other women on a 
wild, life-transforming road trip as they celebrate the bonds 
of female friendship.

Engaging stories about sports scandals:

The Betrayal: The 1919 World Series and the Birth of 
Modern Baseball by Charles Fountain (New NF 796.357 Fou) 
In one of the most famous scandals in sports history, 
eight Chicago White Sox players―including Shoeless Joe 
Jackson―agreed to throw the 1919 World Series. Although 
rumors of a fix flew during the series, it wasn’t until a year 
later that an investigation into baseball gambling reopened 
the case, and a nationwide scandal emerged. 

Blood Sport: Alex Rodriguez, Biogenesis, and the Quest 
to End Baseball’s Steroid Era by Tim Elfrink (796.357 Elf) 
Blowing the lid off the Biogenesis case—the biggest and 
most expensive drug scandal in the history of American 
sports—investigative reporter Tim Elfrink details the 
shocking behind-the-scenes true story.  

Pete Rose: An American Dilemma by Kostya Kennedy 
(921 Rose, P Ken) 
Examines the life of polarizing sports legend Pete Rose, from 
his record-setting career to being banished from baseball for 
being an unrepentant gambler, and discusses the complex 
moral issues keeping him out of the Hall of Fame.  

Check out these Salinger selections: 

Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger (Fic Sal)
Since its debut in 1951, this influential and widely 
acclaimed story details two days in the life of 16-year-old 
Holden Caulfield after he’s just been expelled from prep 
school. Confused and disillusioned, he searches for truth 
and rails against what he perceives as the “phoniness” of 
the adult world. 

My Salinger Year by Joanna Smith Rakoff (818.603 Smi) 
Drawing on her time spent as assistant to J.D. Salinger’s 
agent in the late nineties, Joanna Rakoff delivers a moving 
and irresistibly funny memoir about her role in responding 
to Salinger’s voluminous fan mail, in the process 
discovering her own writing voice.   

Dream Catcher: A Memoir by Margaret A. Salinger 
(921 Salin, J Sal)
Writing about life with her famously reclusive father, 
Margaret A. Salinger has crafted a memoir that 
compassionately explores the complex dynamics of family 
relationships, providing a rare look into the man, and the 
myth, that was J.D. Salinger. 

Sioux City Public Library has many titles available in Large Print, Audiobooks on CD, or downloadable eAudiobooks 
and eBooks through Overdrive. Check the catalog at www.siouxcitylibrary.org or contact us at (712) 255-2933 x 221, 
to see if your preferred format is available. 
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http://catalog.siouxcitylibrary.org/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=etta+and+otto+and+russell+and+james&te=
http://catalog.siouxcitylibrary.org/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=The+100-year-old+Man+Who+Climbed+out+the+Window+and+Disappeared&te=
http://catalog.siouxcitylibrary.org/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=The+100-year-old+Man+Who+Climbed+out+the+Window+and+Disappeared&te=
http://catalog.siouxcitylibrary.org/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=Annie+Freeman%E2%80%99s+Fabulous+Traveling+Funeral&te=
http://catalog.siouxcitylibrary.org/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=The+Betrayal%3A+The+1919+World+Series+and+the+Birth+of+Modern+Baseball&te=
http://catalog.siouxcitylibrary.org/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=The+Betrayal%3A+The+1919+World+Series+and+the+Birth+of+Modern+Baseball&te=
http://catalog.siouxcitylibrary.org/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=Blood+Sport%3A+Alex+Rodriguez%2C+Biogenesis%2C+and+the+Quest+to+End+Baseball%E2%80%99s+Steroid+Era&te=
http://catalog.siouxcitylibrary.org/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=Blood+Sport%3A+Alex+Rodriguez%2C+Biogenesis%2C+and+the+Quest+to+End+Baseball%E2%80%99s+Steroid+Era&te=
http://catalog.siouxcitylibrary.org/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=Pete+Rose%3A+An+American+Dilemma&te=
http://catalog.siouxcitylibrary.org/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=Catcher+in+the+Rye&te=
http://catalog.siouxcitylibrary.org/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=My+Salinger+Year&te=
http://catalog.siouxcitylibrary.org/client/en_US/default/search/results?qu=Dream+Catcher%3A+A+Memoir&te=


If you like stories from the farm, try:

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year of Food Life 
by Barbara Kingsolver (641.0973 Kin)
Follows the author’s family’s efforts to abandon the 
industrial-food pipeline to live a rural life—vowing that, 
for one year, they’d only buy food raised in their own 
neighborhood, grow it themselves, or learn to live without it.

A Thousand Acres by Jane Smiley (Fic Smi)
This powerful reimagining of Shakespeare’s King Lear 
centers on a wealthy Iowa farmer who decides to divide 
his farm among his three daughters. When the youngest 
objects, she is cut out of his will. This sets off a chain of 
events that brings dark truths to light and explodes long-
suppressed emotions. 

A Piece of the World by Christina Baker Kline (New Fic Kli)
To Christina Olson, the entire world was her family’s remote 
farm on Maine’s coast. Increasingly weakened by illness, 
Christina seemed destined for a small life. Instead, for 
more than 20 years, she was host and inspiration for artist 
Andrew Wyeth, and became the subject of one of the 
best-known American paintings of the twentieth century.

Check out these baseball history reads:

A Calculus of Color: The Integration of Baseball’s 
American League by Robert Kuhn McGregor 
(New NF 796.357 McG)
Traces the integration of baseball’s American League 
following Jackie Robinson’s breaking of the color barrier in 
April 1947.

Where Nobody Knows Your Name: Life in the Minor 
Leagues of Baseball by John Feinstein (796.357 Fei)
Minor league baseball is quintessentially American: small 
towns, small stadiums, $5 tickets, $2 hot dogs, and the 
never-ending possibility of fulfilling your dreams. Feinstein 
takes readers behind-the-scenes, providing an exciting and 
intimate look at the trials and tribulations of pro baseball’s 
hopefuls.

Men at Work: The Craft of Baseball by George F. Will 
(796.357 Wil)
In his classic tribute to America’s pastime—now with a new 
introduction—political commentator, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalist, and lifelong sports enthusiast George F. Will 
travels from the baseball field to the dugout to the locker 
room to get to the root of the game we all love.

Moving works of sports fiction:

Blind Your Ponies by Stanley Gordon West (Fic Wes)
Willow Creek, Montana is the place where dreams go to 
die. English teacher and basketball coach Sam Pickett 
hasn’t won a game in five years. Just when he decides to 
hang up his whistle, two new stars move to town, inspiring 
Pickett to give it one last shot.

Miracle at Augusta by James Patterson & Peter de Jonge 
(Fic Pat)
Travis McKinley, a golfing unknown, shocked the world by 
winning the PGA Senior Open. Now famous and playing 
the game he loves, Travis should be happy, but can’t 
shake the feeling he’s an imposter who doesn’t deserve his 
success. After suffering a series of screw-ups and letdowns, 
a shot at redemption arrives in the form of a teenage 
outcast with troubles of his own—and a natural golf swing.

For Love of the Game by Michael Shaara (Fic Sha)
It’s the last game of the season, Billy Chapel, a 17-season 
legend and guaranteed Hall-of-Famer, has always played 
for the love of the game, never money nor fame. Now, at 
the end of an amazing career, he finds himself playing his 
most crucial game. He has one last shot to prove who he is 
and what really matters in life. 

If you like films set in Iowa, try:

The Bridges of Madison County (DVD-Romance Bri)
World-traveling National Geographic photographer Robert 
Kincaid (Clint Eastwood) and Iowa housewife Francesca 
Johnson (Meryl Streep) aren’t looking to turn their lives 
upside down, but a four-day affair changes both of their 
lives forever.

The Music Man (DVD-Music/Musical)
Silver-tongued con artist Harold Hill hoodwinks the 
stubborn townsfolk of River City, Iowa into buying 
instruments and uniforms for a boy’s band, but his game 
ultimately and romantically backfires.

What’s Eating Gilbert Grape 
(DVD-Drama/Action/Suspense Wha)
Starring Johnny Depp, Juliette Lewis, and Leonardo 
DiCaprio, the film follows 24-year-old Gilbert (Depp), a 
grocery store clerk caring for his morbidly obese mother 
and mentally impaired younger brother (DiCaprio) in a 
sleepy Midwestern town.
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